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HOUSEHOLDERS SKIP CHECKS AT OWN RISK 
When considering likely candidates for potential prosecution for waste and pollution offences we tend to think of organisations that deal with waste as part of their business such as landfill operators, sewerage companies and possibly the agricultural industry.

A common way of dealing with the waste produced when having a good clear out of the house, or carrying out some works to a property, is to hire a skip. Beyond searching the internet for suitable companies and the best rates most people will consider that their biggest headache will be preventing the neighbours using the skip for their accumulated waste and probably give it no more thought.  Rarely will any thought be given to potential criminal liabilities arising from hiring a skip. 
A recent prosecution of a skip hire company in the North East of England is a reminder that both businesses and householders should also take reasonable steps to check that people or organisations removing their waste are legally allowed to do so.

Most skip hire operators will require a licence from the Environment Agency to transport and carry waste. In the case of the skip hire company which was prosecuted its waste carriers licence was revoked and its permit to run its waste facilities was also revoked. Those actions made it illegal for the company to deposit and keep waste at its waste facilities. In addition to being required to remove waste from its sites and being fined for its criminal activity the company’s directors were also required to pay nearly £235,000 in respect of the profits that had been made by the company’s criminal activities. 

As well as the obvious lessons from the case for waste management companies and their directors, anyone who allows their waste to be taken away by an individual or a company, which simple checks may have revealed is operating unlawfully, then they too may risk prosecution with a fine that could be potentially unlimited in more extreme cases. 

According to the Environment Agency reasonable steps to be taken would include:

- requesting the skip hire company to provide its full address and telephone number   

- noting the registration numbers of vehicles delivering or taking away the skip
- requesting sight of the waste carrier licence issued by the Environment Agency.
Those minimal checks should be easy to make and householders and businesses will ‘skip’ them at their own peril!

For further advice and information, on this or other environmental issues, please contact Stephen Mendham on 01727 738219 or via email on srm@dolegal.co.uk 
This newsletter has been published as general information on the interpretation and application of the law and in accordance with our website Terms and Conditions. It does not necessarily stand on its own and should not be relied upon as advice. 
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